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including zone numbers, if any.
Annual subscriptions: $7.50; foreign postage,
$1; Canadian potage, 50$. Single copies, 254.
Special rates to members of the AAAS. Cable
addreu: Advancesci, Washington.
The AAA also publishes THE SCIENTIFIC
MONTHLY.

S.

Durinig 1956 the editorial board and the editorial staff of Science re1the functions and the scope of the section entitled "Reports" and
attempt ed to define as clearly as possible the policies that should be followed ina accepting papers for publication in this section.
It seeims clear that the guiding principle for acceptance of reports is the
interest(of the readers. In this connection, it should be pointed out that re,hich are short technical papers from several fields of science, have
ports,
a considlerable value, both to small libraries and to individual readers who
have litttle access to the specialized literature of science. Science plays a
larger p art in the dissemination of specialized information than may be
common'ly supposed. Some indication of this is obtainable from data tabulated by C. H. Brown in his recent study of scientific literature [Scientific
Serials ((Association of College and Reference Libraries, Chicago, 1956)].
His tabiiUlations show that in 1954 Science was among the 50 publications cit ;ed most often in the bibliographies of a balanced selection of the
world's sspecialized journals in five fields: botany, chemistry, geology, physiCS and
physiology.
S
Some readers think that the growth and specialization of science have
eat enough to make it inappropriate for any journal to publish
red
SPeCialiZi articles in several fields; others think that the reports are a
valuable section of the magazine. The editorial board agrees with the latter
view ancd thinks that we should continue our efforts toward improvement.
One wany to improve the section in usefulness to both reader and author
would b e to speed up the rate of publication. Considerable progress has
been maide in this respect in the last few months. On 1 May 1956 we had
on hand 131 accepted papers; by 6 December 1956 we had reduced this
backlog to 11. During the same period, we reduced the time for publication
(that is, the time from receipt of the paper to publication or, if revision
was requaired, from the time of receipt of the revised report to publication)
from an average of more than 5 months to less than 3 months. In order to
reduce tJ he time lag for publication still further, we shall in the future urge
our referrees to return papers to us within 2 weeks. If this can be generally
accompE
p lished, we hope to be able to publish reports in 6 weeks or less, on
the aver;age.
The p roblem of what constitutes an acceptable report for a general journal like Science is not easily solved. In general, papers have to be judged
on a ballance of factors, including general interest, interest to readers in
more thaan one field, and interest to the specialist. Papers that are of outstanding :rmerit in any of these respects are favored for acceptance. But
there is another factor to be considered: papers must meet our limits of
length (inot more than. 1200 words or the equivalent, including tables or
viewed
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