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Call for Symposium Proposals
Flattening the World: Building the
21st Century Global Knowledge Society
We live in a time when collaborations between countries and continents have never been easier, at least from a
technical standpoint. A stunning example is the Large Hadron Collider, which is being used by a multinational group
of physicists to understand the fundamental building blocks and laws of nature, from subatomic to cosmic. Stores
of information and knowledge can be accessed from anywhere by anyone. Remote sensing technology enables the
detailed observation of virtually every aspect of our planet’s surface, subsurface, and climate. Technology and the
Internet are transforming education. Learning is, in principle, available to everyone everywhere.
The 21st century is shaping up to be a challenging one. The issues that face us are many: climate change,
energy, agriculture, health, water, biodiversity and ecosystems, population growth, and economic development.
The 2012 program will focus on the complex challenges of the 21st century that are both global in their
scope and profoundly interconnected as well as ways to tackle them on a global scale through international,
multidisciplinary efforts.
Symposium proposals for the 2012 meeting are now being solicited. To submit a proposal, visit
www.aaas.org/meetings. The deadline for submission is Tuesday, 26 April 2011.

Call for Poster Submissions
Student Poster Competition
Open to college undergraduate and graduate students only

The competition recognizes the individual efforts of students who are actively working toward a college-level degree.
Winners in each category receive a cash award and framed certiﬁcate, and are listed in Science.

General Poster Session
Open to postdocs and professionals

This session provides an opportunity for postdocs and professionals to present their research to the broad community
of scientists attending the AAAS Annual Meeting.
Information about the call for poster submissions for the 2012 Annual Meeting will be available at
aaas.org/meetings on 12 May 2011.

