We make research data intelligible
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Teamwork. The strong bioinformatics environment at SciLifeLab enables co-workers to benefit from each other’s expertise and

together offer high quality support to the scientific community.

Today, in-depth knowledge about bioinformatics

is essential to most life science research. The huge
amount of data that researchers gather needs to be
interpreted to become meaningful. At SciLifeLab, a
Swedish center for molecular biosciences, we have
created a research environment where bioinformatics
is one of our key investments.

The SciLifeLab center combines frontline technical
expertise with advanced knowledge of translational
medicine and molecular bioscience. Researchers from
all of Sweden can use both the technology and the
know-how that is available at the center. In order to
advance the bioinformatics expertise in the whole re-
search community, SciLifeLab also organizes courses
on advanced level.

Asa Bjorklund is a single-cell transcriptomics expert

at the SciLifeLab Bioinformatics platform. Her group
makes their expertise available to the research com-
munity by placing senior bioinformaticians in different
research groups for a specified time.
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“The best part about working as a bioinformatician at
SciLifeLab is the opportunity to be involved in a variety
of high profile projects with novel technologies and in-
teresting biological questions;” said Asa Bjorklund.

Alongside our Bioinformatics platform, many of our
other platforms employ bioinformaticians. Among
them is the National Genomics Infrastructure (NGI),
which is responsible for the majority of SciLifeLab’s se-
quencing services.

“The NGI bioinformaticians are essential to us in many
aspects,” said Professor Ann-Christine Syvédnen at the
National Genomics Infrastructure. “They advice our
users when we start a new project, analyze the data,
and plan strategically for future needs in terms of stor-
age and computational capacity. In order to ensure high
quality services our bioinformaticians also develop
software, many of which are open source.”
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