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CITIES
ARE THE FUTURE
Rapid urbanization is overtaxing the planet,
but it may not have to
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arth has become an urban planet. More than half of the world’s
people now live in cities, and the proportion is growing. And
urban areas are sprawling even faster than they are adding
people, swallowing up both farmland and wildlands.
The implications are sobering. The land area needed to provide
city residents with food, energy, and materials is expanding;
this ecological footprint is often 200 times greater than the area
of a city itself. The resulting carbon emissions, added to those
from cities themselves, mean that urbanization is now the main
driver of climate change.
The rise of cities is not, however, all doom and gloom. By some
metrics, consolidating human populations helps shrink our individual
environmental footprints, and cities are serving as laboratories for
further improvements. Researchers are exploring creative approaches
to harvesting urban waste streams, integrating renewable sources of
energy, and improving transit.
This collection of Reviews, Perspectives, and News features, as well
as interactives you can find at http://scim.ag/1Tb0WdZ, delves deeper
into how we came to live in cities and what urbanization means for the
future of our planet and ourselves. One message is clear: The urban
planet is here to stay, and the decisions we make today about how we
build and live in cities will affect generations to come.
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Cities like Dubai, United Arab Emirates
(pictured), must balance the need
to provide resources for growing
populations with urbanization’s
effects on the environment.
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