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Birds lay eggs in a 
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assortment from the 

Western Foundation 
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collection. An investiga-

tion by Stoddard et al. 

reveals that egg shape is related to flight 

ability in birds, overturning classic theories. 

Additionally, the egg’s flexible membrane—

not the shell—might 

be responsible for the great variety of 

egg shapes. See pages 1234 and 1249. 
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