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EDITORIAL

Define the human right to science

he adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR) by the United Na-
tions (UN) General Assembly will mark its
70th anniversary on 10 December. One right
enshrined in the UDHR is the right of every-
one to “share in scientific advancement and its
benefits.” In 1966, this right was incorporated
into the International Covenant on Economic, Social

a conduit for the diffusion of scientific knowledge.
Also, scientific freedom is not absolute but is linked
to and must be exercised in a manner consistent with
scientific responsibility.

In October 2018, the UN Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights released a list of 29 ques-
tions related to defining the right to science. Three
of the most important questions were: What should
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to implement it. An essential first
step toward giving life to the right
to science is for the UN to legally de-
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tional knowledge?
It is vital that the committee de-
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Science) recognized the right as lying
at the heart of the organization’s mis-
sion and began engaging the scien-
tific community, broadly defined, in
delineating the right.

The scientific community has con-
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to resolve questions a priori that can
only be answered over time. Insights
from the scientific and engineering
communities provide responses to
many of the questions. Civil society
must continue to illustrate how the
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adequate funding, and an information technology
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