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2. The present tendency to decrease in numbers
(of birds) may be checked. There is a wealth of
reliable testimony from the older men of long experience in the industry, that the useful birds, . . .
were formerly vastly more abundant than now.
. . . If they have endured the treatment they have
reeeived without decrease in numbers, then pro1 Two of the islands were shortly opened for
guano extraction under pressure of circumstances,
but the South Island remained closed through
three breeding seasons, affording a convincing
demonstration of the utility of the measure. (See
"Habits and Economic Relations of the Guano
Birds of Peru, " Proc. U. S. N. M., Vol. 56, p. 484.)
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