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The INational Defense Education Act of 1958, which was designed to
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tr or
ALAN T. WATERMAN
in scieni ce. mathematics, engineering, or a modern foreign language."
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and wit hout debate. This amendment, which has largely escaped public
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filed witth the Commissioner of Education "an affidavit that he does not
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'I do so] lemnly swear (or affirm) that I will bear true faith and allegiance
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to the IUnited States of America and will support and defend the Constitutioni and laws of the United States against all its enemies, foreign and
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Accorrding to Senator Mundt this provision of the act assures the Senate
that stuidents who qualify will "be good Americans and not be people involved in Communist or any other subversive organizations." But, in
effect, Wrhat the amendment does do is something else. It impugns the loyalty of one group of students-those eligible for loans-by requiring them
to swearr an oath not required of other students. The amendment also helps
create aLn atmosphere of fear and suspicion inimical to that free and creatve pla,Ly of the mind which is as essential in science as it is in the arts.
The fac1t that the organizations which might be subversive are not specified
will lea!dl any student who wants to be eligible for a loan to think twice
before Ijoining any organization, even a student discussion group. It will
lead hinm to avoid the healthy give and take of intellectual battle and encourage him to be timid and conformist. He will be unable to escape the
thought that he had better be careful of his associations, because Big
Brother is watching. We hope the next Congress will strike out the amendment.--G.DuS.

