
New Products
The information reported here is obtained frot

manufacturers and fro)m1 other sources considered
to be reliable. Neither Science nor the wvriter as-
siwnes responisibility for the accuracy of the inz-
formation. All iniquiries concerning itenms listed
should be addressed to the manufacturer. In-
cluide the departmnenit mnumber imn your intquiry.

* POLYETHYLENECLOSURESfor test and
centrifuge tubes feature outer skirt that
performs a number of functions, includ-
ing prevention of chipping of lipped
tubes, prevention of contamination
by dust, prevention of throwdown of
the closure into the tube when cen-
trifuging. Sizes are available to fit all
tuibes of American manufacture. (Aloe
Scientific, Dept. Sci.552, 5655 Kings-
bury Blvd., St. Louis 12, Mo.)

* ATTENUATORSare offered in six wave-
guide sizes from 2.6 to 18 kMcy/sec
with nominal attenuations of 10 or
20 db. Attenuation accuracy is said to
average better than +0.4 db from nom-
inal with variation across the band less
than 0.5 db from the mean. Standing-
wave ratios are 1.05 to 1. Attenuation
is a function of coupling-hole array.
(Hewlett-Packard Co., Dept. Sci555,
275 Page Mill Rd., Palo Alto, Calif.)

* STRIP-CHART RECORDERhas a claimed
sensitivity of 0.05 percent and accuracy
+--0.2 percent. Range of 5 mv to 100
volts is covered in ten steps or by
vernier for continuous span-voltage ad-
j Listnient. Input resistance is 200,000
ohm/volt through 10 volts and 2
megohms on higher ranges. Full-scale
response times as short as 0.25 sec are
available. Six chart speeds range from
2 to 60 in./min. (F. L. Moseley Co.,
Dept. Sci559, 409 N. Fair Oaks Ave.,
Pasadena, Calif.)

* CABLE-FAULT I OCATOR is a portable
bridge that locates open conductors,
shorts, grounds, high-resistance faults,
crosses, and split pairs in insulated
cable. A transistorized 100 cy/sec tone
source provides excitation, and a high-
gain tuned amplifier is used for null
detection. (Whitney Blake Co., Dept.
Sci562, New Haven 14, Conn.)

* HYDROGENANALYZER is of hot-extrac-
tion type with operating temperature of

! 200°C. Outgassing of a crucible is
eliminated by use of an inert blank-free
susceptor. Samples can be loaded and
removed, one at a time, without break-
ing the vacuum. Extraction time is 3 to
10 min. (Laboratory Equipment Corp.,
Dept. Sci565, St. Joseph, Mich.)

* OPTICAL CLARITY METERmeasures the
low-angle forward transmittance of
translucent specimens said to correlate
well with visual estimates of optical
clarity if the acceptance angle is very
small. Source and receptor field angles
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Stopcocks
offer premium advantages
at less than
conventional prices
* NO STICKING OR FREEZING
* NO LEAKING
* COMPLETELY INTERCHANGEABLE
* MAY BE USED WITHOUT LUBRI-

CANTS EXCEPT UNDER HIGH
VACUUM

Will
FLAT STOPCOCK

BURETTES
WILL NO. 6954N BURETTES, boro-
silicate glass with permanent blue
graduations and EXELOstraight stop-
cocks-for smooth, precise flow con-
trol. Any Key fits any Burette!

Cap., ml 10 25 50 100
Subd.to ml 1/20 1/10 1/10 1/5
Price ea. $6.45 6.45 6.45 8.90
Case of 6 $34.82 34.82 34.82 48.05

Automatic 3-way burettes also available.

Will
SEPARATORYWARE
WILL NO. 14387N, SEPA-
RATORY FUNNELS, pear
shape, borosilicate glass,
with EXELO stopcock and
polyethylene stopper. Both
Stopper and Stockcock
Keys are completely inter-
changeable fit every size \
funnel. Neither will leak, \
"freeze," or require lub-
ricants.

COMPLETESTOCKAT
WILL SUPPLY CENTERS 1
Capacity, ml 60 125 250 500 1000
Number per case 6 6 4 4 2
Prices, each $4.50 5.42 6.43 7.65 11.31
Price per case $24.34 29.32 23.15 27.56 20.35

DESIGNED FOR PERFORMANCE!
Body and key precision ground for
smooth fit and interchangeabilitv.
Held leak-proof tight by spindle and
spring retainer. Rotating curved char.-
nel in key gives precise flow control.

ROCHESTER3, N.Y. * ATLANTA 1, GA. * NEWYORK 52, N. Y. * BALTIMORE 24, MD.
BUFFALO 5, N. Y. * SO. CHARLESTON3, W. VA.
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are held below 0.2 deg. Transmitting
specimens are mounted close to the
instrument's projection lens either me-
chanically or by a vacuum-plate assem-
bly. The instrument is designed to be
used with the manufacturer's photomet-
ric unit. (Gardner Laboratory, Inc.,
Dept. Sci567, P.O. Box 5728, Bethesda
14, Md.)

* PORTABLE TIME SOURCE iS said to be
accurate to approximately -+-16 sec/yr.
The instrument combines a battery-op-
erated d-c clock with a transistor radio
receiver designed to receive time signals
broadcast by station WWV at 2, 5, or
10 Mcy/sec. Output of the receiver
is fed to a decoder that eliniinates all
signals except the 1-second tick. The
latter is applied to generate a pulse for
svnchronization of the clock. Output
switching function signals are provided
at 15, 30, 45. or 60 sec and at multiples
of 5 min intervals up to hr. Several
months of operation are provided by
self-contained batteries. (Zenith Radio
Corp., Dept. Sci564, 6001 W. Dickens
Ave., Chicagyo 39, Ill.)

* STAINLFSS-STELL GAGE BLOCKS have
hardness Rockwell C 68 to 70 and are
said to resist nicking and burring four
times better than steel blocks. Tenipera-
ture coefficient is 5.75 Mmin./in. 'F.
Decimlal sizes are available from 0.050
to 4.000 in., fractional sizes fromi / 1 6
to 7/64 in. Accuracies quoted are:
grade AA, +-0.000002 in.; grade A+,
+0.000005 in., -0.000002 in. (DoAll
Co., Dept. SciS60, Des Plaines, 11l.)

* AUTOMATIC BURETTE FILLFR can be
used with standard 5-, 10- 25-. or 50-
nl open-top side-filling burettes and
with any electrically conduLCtive titrant.
Pushing a button on a control box
allows titrant to flow into the burette;
the flow stops automatically when the
titrant reaches a stainless-steel wire
sensing probe placed at the zero level.
No drains or overflow traps are re-
quired. (Coleman Instruments, Inc.,
Dept. Sci563, 42 Madison St., May-
wood, 111.)

* SWITCHING TRANSISTOR is a silicon iIpfi
device said to have an averaae turn-on
time of 4 m,1sec while swvitching 40
wvatts peak power with an average
power dissipation of 250 mw. Operat-
ing temperature ranges to 1 25C. Pa-
rameters include emitter cutoff current
varying from an average of 0.01 nm,ua
to a maximum of 1.0 Ma and avalanche
voltage and collector to emitter voltage
varying from 40 to an average of 70
volts. (Raytheon Co., Dept. Sci568,
215 First Ave., Needham Heights,
Mass.)

JOSHUA STERN
National Bucreau of Standards,
Washington, D.C.
27 MAY 1960

Letters
Aslib

Please permit me to point out an
error in your anmusing editorial "Claim
to fame" [Scienice 131. 1339 (6 May
1960)]. The abbreviation Aslib does not
stand for "Association of Scientific
Libraries" but stands for "Association
of Special Libraries anc Inforniation
Bureaux" and is therefore an abbrevia-
tion of the "pronounceable classic"
rather than of the "hybrid" type.

KURT GINGOLD
Cenitral Research Diviision,
American Cvanamldi Comn pany,
Stamford, Connecticut

We Are for Extensive Contacts
between Scientists

For alnmost 30 years I have been
working at the Botanical Institute of
the U.S.S.R. Academy of Sciences,
where I head the department of plant
taxonomy and geography.

Our Botanical Institute possesses the
world's second-largest collection of
plants, consisting of some 5 million
herbariumii mounts. Botanists from all
over the Soviet Union and from many
foreign countries come to work at our
institute. Not long ago, for instance,
several Germlan scientists were here.
while now we are playing host to
Swedish scholars.
We nmaintain cordial relations with

the famous British botanical garden.
Kew Garden, and the Botanical Society
of Edinburgh, which has honored me
by electing me to honorary member-
ship.

I anm happy to note that our contacts
with the UInited States have expanded
markedly. We are receiving more and
more letters and parcels fronm research
establishments in New York, Missouri,
Massachusetts, Iowa, and other states.
Recently I received a letter from Leslie
A. Garay, curator of the herbariuni of
Harvard University, thanking us for
herbarium material and inforniing us
that he was incorporating the data sup-
plied in a monograph he was writing.
For nmy part, I have just sent a letter
of thanks to Dr. Lawrence of Ithaca,
who presented me with a very valuable
and well-comiipiled book, The Taxon-
0)1ny of Plants, which we are using in
our work. All this is very gratifying.
But our exchange with the United
States so far is characterized by thou-
sands of herbarium mounts a year,
while I recall that before the war it was
much more extensive. We can and
should expand our contacts.
We exchange plants, sending and re-

ceiving them for teniporary use in sci-
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