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ments where visitors were warmly received to view work in progress; nine
attractive exhibits in museums and
libraries; a concert by the Boston Symphony Orchestra; an instructive educational exhibit on the topics of weather
research, computers, and health; and
an enormous amount of personal and
financial help from hundreds of people
and dozens of contributors.
Student interest ran high. In these
days of intense immersion in matters
of social and moral ends it would have
been odd if it had been otherwise. At
times, the confrontations and the questioning skirted the edges of effective
intercourse. A few outsiders attempted
to capitalize on the freedom of debate
for their own ends. But, by general
agreement, the interactions gave a welcome bite to many sessions. They
helped to modify some preconceived
beliefs and entrenched positions at
either end of the spectrum. Out of the
heat emerged shafts of mutual under-

standing.
Without effective dissemination of
the findings of the Meeting the task
of attending to the "public understanding" of the importance of science
in human progress is only partially
done. Press coverage, particularly by
the Boston daily papers, was unusually
extensive and perceptive. As in
the past 2 years, public television,
through WGBH-Boston and the Eastern Educational Network, covered
several sessions in full. In addition,
five 1-hour "Meeting Reports" were
prepared under the direction of
Stephen A. Gilford (WGBH) and
David Prowitt (Science Editor of NET)
in which the high points of the day's
events were reviewed for viewing each
evening. These programs were distributed by the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting to all Educational Television stations in the U.S. and were
widely seen.
A few remarks are appropriate regarding an experiment in television
interconnection. The final roundtable
session on the topic "Is There an
Optimum Level of Population?" was
transmitted to the Caspary Auditorium
of the Rockefeller University where

it was projected, in color, on a 16- by
20-foot screen. Dr. Sheldon Segal, Director of Research of the Population
Council, acted as local discussion chairman, following the end of the live
transmission from Boston: While the
effectiveness of this experiment remains to be determined, the technology
for such an enterprise is in such excellent shape that one hopes that it
offers a suitable "pay-off" for the wide
transfer of ideas.
A large number of symposia and
associated discussions were recorded on
audiotapes (see the advertising of titles
on pages 1159-1161). The intent behind
this endeavor is to make the spoken
record available quickly, particularly to
the large number of people who were
unable to attend the Meeting in person,
and to reduce the onus and inconvenience of scheduling multiple sessions.
These tapes are not a substitute for
publication of carefully edited and
annotated Proceedings along conventional lines. However, the relative ease
and speed of recording and duplicating
tapes for general distribution makes
them an interesting publication effort
in their own right.
How should one assess the value of
the Boston Meeting? By the number of
persons attending? By their enjoyment
of the Proceedings? By the news stories
written, the hours of television broadcast, the number of audiotapes sold?
Was it the nature of the topics under
discussion, the conclusions reached, the
competence of the participants or the
response of the city and its citizens?
Weighing them all, the Boston Meeting
was second to none in the long history
of the AAAS. It attracted many of
the most thoughtful men and women
in this country and from abroad. It
gave young people an opportunity to
express their feelings and try out their
thoughts. It did not avoid difficult
problems. It was concerned with policies, priorities, goals, and with those
many other human activities with
which science is interacting. It was
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actions among scientific disciplines and
to report to as large a public as can
be reached, the prospects and promises
of the scientific enterprise.
What specifically took place in
Boston during the Christmas week of
1969? It was a "large" meeting both
in attendance and content. Despite
execrable weather the paid registration
(7897) exceeded any previous AAAS
Meeting. Several thousand more registered, without charge, as "Guests of
the AAAS" or attended events to
which the public was invited without
registration. Thanks to effective local
pre-meeting publicity, public participation from the Boston area was extensive. Equally pleasing was a substantial
influx of students from all parts of the
country (and a small delegation sent
by the British Association).
The program was as varied and
lively as has been the custom of late.
Unusual audience interest was shown
for the following general programs:
Hunger, Food and Malnutrition; Human Settlements and Environmental
Design; Is There an Optimum Level of
Population?; Science and Man in Space;
Arms Control and Disarmament; Science and the Future of Man; Physics
and the Explanation of Life; Undergraduate Studies in Environmental
Sciences; Science and Music-in addition to the well-attended AAAS Invited and Film Lectures. The sophistication of the audience was reflected
in their interest in the following more
specialized, wide-ranging symposia:
Youth: Ego Ideals and Impact of
Culture; Climate and Man; Neurological Substrates of Behavior; Biology
and Sociology of Violence; Leonardo
da Vinci; Cell Division; Power Generation and Environmental Change;
Brain and Language Communication;
Innovation; Education of the Infant
and Young Child.
The local arrangements, thanks largely to the interest of the General Chairman (Howard McMahon) and Vice
Chairman (Alan A. Smith) were superbly conceived and carried out.
The institutions of Boston and
Cambridge were generous with their
contributions: eleven tours to establish-

stimulating, thought-provoking, and,

at

times, exciting. It set high standards for
the future.
W.G. BERL, Meetirg Editor
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