16 November 1973, Volume 182, Number 4113

SCI:E NC

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE
serves its readers as a forum for the
and discussion of important issues
related to the advancement of science, including
the presentation of minority or conflicting points
of view, rather than by publishing only material
on which a consensus has been reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science-including
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the
authors and not official points of view adoptcd by
the AAAS or the institutions with which the aulthors

Science

presentation

are

affiliated.

Editorial Board
1973

H. S. GUTOWSKY
ARTHUR D. HASLER
RUDOLF KOMPFNER
DANIEL E. KOSHLAND, JR.

GARDNER LINDZEY
RAYMOND H. THOMPSON
EDWARD 0. W ILSON

1974
ALFRED BROWN

JAMES F. CROW
SEYMOUR S. KETY

FRANK W. PUTNAM
MAXINE SINGER
GORDON WOLNMAN

FRANK PRESS

Editorial Staff
Editor
PHILIP H. ABELSON
Publisher
Business Manager
WILLIAM BEVAN
HANS NUSSBAUM
Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E.

IRINGLE

Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN

News and Coolrment: JOHN WALSH, LUTHER J.
CARIER, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, ROBERT GILLETTE, NICHOLAS WADE, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, BARBARA J. CULLITON,
SCHERRAINE MACK

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, WILLIAM
MELIz, THOMAS H. MAUGH 1I, JEAN L. MARX,
ARTHUR L. ROBINSON
D.

Book

Resiews:

SYLVIA EBERHART, KATHERINE LIv-

INGSTON, ANN SELTZ-PETRASH
Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINGER

Editorial Assistants: MARGARET ALLEN. ISABELLA
BOULDIN, BLAIR BURNS, ELEANORE BU1Z, MIARY DORFMAN, JUDITH GIVELBER, CORRINE HARRIS, NANC'
HARrNAGEL, OLIVER HEATWOLE, CHRISTINE KARLIK,
GINA BARI KOLATA, MARGARET LLOYD, JEAN ROCKWOOD, PATRICIA ROWE, LEAH RYAN, JOHN SCHAUER,
LOIS SCHMITT, MICHAEL SCHWARTZ, RICHARD SEMIKLOSE, YA Li SWIGART
Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER

Memtbership Recruiitmnent: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE;
Suibscription Records and Member Records: ANN
IRAGLAN D
Advertising Staff
Director

Production Manager
EARL J. SCHERAGO
MARGARET STERLING
Advertising Sales Maniager: RICHARD L. CHARLES
Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burklund,
11 W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J.
07076: C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-8894873); CHICAGO, ILL. 60611: John P. Cahill, Room
2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave. (312-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 90211: Winn Nance, 111 N. La

Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772)

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 MassaWashington. D.C. 20005. Phones:
(Area code 202) Central Office: 467-4350; Book Reviews: 467-4367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circulation: 467-4417; Guide to Scientific Instruments: 4674480; News and Comment: 467-4430; Reprints and
Permissions: 467-4483; Research News: 467-4321;
Reviewing: 467-4440. Cable: Advancesci, Washington.
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be
obtained from the editorial office. See also page xv,
Science, 28 September 1973. ADVERTISING CORRESPONDENCE: Room 1740, 11 W. 42 St., New
York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858.
chusetts Ave., NW,

Let the Bastards Freeze in the Dark
A combination of environmental concerns and energy shortages is
fostering widespread beggar-your-neighbor attitudes. Everyone wants
cheap, unlimited energy, but all are prepared to fight tooth and nail to
protect the environment and to prevent the location of energy facilities
in their vicinity. It so happens that we are going to have neither cheap
energy nor a perfect environment. Moreover, if we do not learn how
to think nationally rather than parochially and to balance energy needs
against environmental concerns, we are headed for trouble. Likely
candidates for experiencing miseries are the people of the northern and
eastern states. They have enjoyed cheap hydrocarbons from Texas,
Lousiania, and Oklahoma. These supplies seemed to be guaranteed, but
two developments have cast doubt on the security of supplies, particularly
of natural gas. One is depletion of reserves. The other is a threat of
indefinite dimensions. The southern states have awakened to the fact
that they face future shortages and are looking for means of reserving
their hydrocarbons for themselves. Bumper stickers can be seen in Texas,
Louisiana, and Oklahoma with the motto, "Let the Bastards Freeze in
the Dark."
Some Southerners were shocked recently by news from San Antonio.
An electric power plant there will be fueled not by Texas oil or gas,
but by coal, probably from Colorado. Louisiana, the principal supplier
of natural gas to the eastern states, cannot expand industry as it would
like because its gas is already committed. Moreover, some of its citizens
will lose their jobs this winter because interruptible supplies previously
available to Louisiana industry will be going north. Of the large curtailments of natural gas this winter, nearly half will be in the Gulf Coast
region. Small wonder that the governors of Louisiana, Texas, Mississippi,
and Oklahoma have joined in threatening to use police power if necessary
to preserve their states' fuel supplies.
Governor Edwin Edwards of Louisiana recently pointed out that people in other states are content to have oil gas wells drilled off the Gulf
Coast and to have refineries running in his state and pipelines crisscrossing its terrain. "But these states don't want any of that activity in
their own backyards." The governor went on to say, "We're not going
to be forced to continue operating our refineries and drilling new wells
to deplete our resources in Louisiana to benefit the rest of the country."
The governor has a point. When Louisiana's resources are exhausted,
who will furnish his people hydrocarbons, and at what cost? The governor
was also on target in criticizing the attitude of the Atlantic Coast states
toward exploration of their offshore resources. To the east on the continental shelf are thick sedimentary layers with substantial potential for
oil and gas. Not a single exploratory hole has been drilled, however, and
when the possibility of such exploration was mentioned about a year ago,
there was immediate, strong opposition. Even if exploratory wells could
be drilled within the next year, it would be 1980 before natural gas
would be flowing into homes. But events on the energy front have been
moving with a time scale of weeks rather than years. It is not clear that
the southern governors can curtail northern supplies of gas soon, but
they will be under increasing pressure to do so.
Given resolute action and national cooperation, we can make it
through the coming crisis without suffering. But a continuation of present
energy consumption patterns, coupled with the trend toward parochial
self-interest, can only lead to divisive tensions and some freezing in the
dark.-PHILIP H. ABELSON

