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tory; the American Physical Society, Pro-
fessor Carl Barus, Brown University; the
American Mathematical Society, Professor
W. F. Osgood, Harvard University; the
American Chemical Society, Professor W.
F. Hillebrand, U. S. Geological Survey;
the Association of American Geographers,
Mr. Cyrus C. Adams, New York City; the
American Society of Zoologists, Professor
W. E. Castle, Harvard University; the
Association of Economie Entomologists,
Mr. A. H. Kirkland, Malden, Mass.; the
Society of American Bacteriologists, Dr.
Erwin F. Smith, U. S. Department of Agri-
culture; the American Physiological So-
ciety; Professor W. H. Howell, the Johns
Hopkins University; the Association of
American Anatomists, Professor Franklin
P. Mall, the Johns Hopkins University;
the Botanical Society of America, Dr. F.
S. Earle, Herradura, Cuba; the American
Psychological Society, Professor James R.
Angell, University of Chicago; the Ameri-
can Philosophical Association, Professor
William James, Harvard University; the
American  Anthropological  Association,
Professor F. W. Putnam, Harvard Uni-
versity; the American Folk-lore Society,
Professor A. L. Kroeber, University of
California; the New York State Science
Teachers’ Association, Professor John F.
Woodhull, Teachers College, Columbia
University. In the case of the American
Society of Naturalists the address will be
given by Vice-president Davenport, on
‘Cooperation in Science.” Owing to the
lamented death of Professor Israel C. Rus-
sell, the president of the Geological Society
of America, Professor W. M. Davis, of
Harvard TUniversity, has become acting
president, but it is understood that an ad-
dress prepared by Professor Russell will
be read. Among the numerous discussions
may be mentioned one before the American
Society of Naturalists on ‘The Origin of
Sex’ and one before Section K on ‘Protozoa
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as Factors in the Diseases of Animals and
Plants.’

On Thursday evening the trustees of
Columbia University offer a reception to
the visiting societies and on Saturday even-
ing the trustees of the American Museum
of Natural History and the council of the
New York Academy of Sciences offer a
reception. There will be in connection
with the latter a conversazione and an
exhibit of scientific progress by the New
York Academy. The academy has on sev-
eral previous occasions arranged conversa-
ziones of this character which have proved
very successful. The scientifie exhibit will
also be open on Friday and on Saturday
morning, while on Saturday evening there
will be demonstrations and short addresses.
Following the receptions at Columbia Uni-
versity and the American Museum of Nat-
ural History there will be smokers, the one
at the Faculty Club and the other at the
Chemists’ Club. Friday evening is re-
served for the dinners and the smokers of
the special societies.

The City College has invited the mem-
bers to luncheon and to an inspection of
its beautiful new buildings on Saturday.
At twelve o’clock, immediately preceding
the luncheon, there will be addresses at the
City College by Professor C. F. Chandler,
of Columbia University, and by Professor
John M. Clarke, of the Science Division of
the New York State Education Depart-
ment, the former speaking on the indus-
tries, the latter on the geology of Niagara
Falls. On Saturday afternoon members
are invited to the unveiling of ten marble
busts of pioneers of American science, pre-
sented by Mr. Morris K. Jesup to the
American Museum of Natural History.

‘While most of the meetings will be held
at Columbia University, some of them will
take place at the American Museum of
Natural History, the New York Botanical
Garden, the Rockefeller Institute and else-
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where. It is almost impossible in the
middle of the winter in a city like New
York te arrange for general excursions, but
there will be a number of excursions and
visits arranged for various groups of scien-
tific men.

The Hotel Belmont, Park Avenue and
42d St., opposite the Grand Central Sta-
tion, has been selected as the headquarters
of the association. Other hotels in the
immediate vicinity are the Murray Hill,
the Grand Union and the Manhattan.
Hotels between the headquarters and Co-
lumbia University that can be recom-
mended are the Empire, the St. Andrew
and the Endicott. In view of the fact
that there are many visitors in New York
City at Christmas time, reservation of
rooms should be made in advance.

The societies that will meet in New York
City in convocation week and their officers
are as follows:

American Association for the Advancement
of Science—December 27-January 1. Retiring
president, Professor C. M. Woodward, Washing-
ton University, St. Louis, Mo.; president-elect,
Professor W. H. Welch, The Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, Baltimore, Md.; permanent secretary, Dr.
L. O. Howard, Cosmos Club, Washington, D. C.;
general secretary, Dr. John F. Hayford, U. S.
Coast and Geodetic Survey, Washington, D. C.;
secretary of the council, President I. W. McNair,
Houghton, Mich.

Local Ezecutive Committee—J. J. Stevenson,
chairman; C. C. Adams, Charles Baskerville,
Franz Boas, N. L. Britton, H. C. Bumpus, Chas.
A. Conant, Simon Flexner, Wm. J. Gies, Wm.
Hallock, Alex. C. Humphreys, G. S. Huntington,
Edward Kasner, Henry F. Osborn, C. L. Poor,
Clifford Richardson, E. B. Wilson, Frederick J.
E. Woodbridge, J. McKeen Cattell, secretary.

Section A, Mathematics and Astronomy.—Vice-
president, Professor Edward Kasner, Columbia
University; secretary, Professor L. G. Weld, Uni-
versity of Iowa, Towa City, Iowa.

Section B, Physics.—Vice-president, Professor
W. C. Sabine, Harvard University; secretary, Pro-
fessor Dayton C. Miller, Case School of Applied
Seience, Cleveland, Ohio.

Section €, Chemistry.—Vice-president, Mr.
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Clifford Richardson, New York City; secretary,
Professor Charles L. Parsons, New Hampshire
College of Agriculture, Durham, N. H.

Section D, Mechanical Science and Engineer-
ing.—Vice-president, Mr. W. R. Warner, Cleve-
land, O.; secretary, Professor Wm. T. Magruder,
Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio.

Section E, Geology and Geography.—Vice-presi-
dent, Dr. A. C. Lane, Lansing, Mich.; secretary,
Dr. Edmund O. Hovey, American Museum of
Natural History, New York, N. Y.

Section F, Zoology—Vice-president, Professor
E. G. Conklin, University of Pennsylvania; secre-
tary, Professor C. Judson Herrick, Denison Uni-
versity, Granville, Ohio.

Section @, Botany—Vice-president, Dr. D. T.
MacDougal, Washington, D. C.; secretary, Pro-
fessor F. E. Lloyd, Desert Botanical Laboratory,
Tucson, Arizona.

Section H, Anthropology.—Vice-president, Pro-
fessor Hugo Miinsterberg, Harvard University;
secretary, George H. Pepper, American Museum
of Natural History.

Section I, Social and Economic Science.~Mr.
Chas. A. Conant, New York City; secretary, Dr.
J. F. Crowell, Bureau of Statistics, Washington,
D. C.

Section K, Physiology and Experimental Medi-
cine—Vice-president, Dr. Simon Flexner, The
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research; secre-
tary, Dr. Wm. J. Gies, College of Physicians and
Surgeons, Columbia University, New York City.

The American Society of Naturalists.—Decem-
ber 28. President, Professor William James,
Harvard University; secretary, Professor W. E.
Castle, Harvard University.

The Astronomical and Astrophysical Society of
America.—December 27. President, Professor E.
C. Pickering, Harvard College Observatory; secre-
tary, Professor Geo. C. Comstock, Washburn Ob-
servatory, Madison, Wis.

The American Physical Society.—President,
Professor Carl Barus, Brown University; secre-
tary, Professor Ernest Merritt, Cornell Univer-
sity, Ithaca, N. Y.

The American Mathematical Society.—Decem-
ber 28, 29. President, Professor W. F. Osgood,
Harvard University; secretary, Professor F. N.
Cole, Columbia University.

The American Chemical Society.—December
27-January 2. President, Professor W. F. Hille-
brand, U. 8. Geological Survey; secretary, Dr.
William A. Noyes, the Bureau of Standards,
Washington, D. C.

The Geological Society of America.—December
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26-29. Acting president, Professor W. M. Davis,
Harvard University; secretary, Professor Her-
man L. Fairchild, Rochester, N. Y.

The Association of American Geographers.—
December 31-January 1. President, Cyrus C.
Adams, New York City; secretary, Albert P.
Brigham, Colgate University.

The American Society of Zoologists.—Decem-
ber 27, 28, 29. President (Eastern Branch), Pro-
fessor W. E. Castle, Harvard University; secre-
tary, Professor H. S. Pratt, Haverford College.
President (Central Branch), Professor C. C. Nut-
ting, University of Iowa; secretary, Professor T.
G. See, University of Michigan.

The Association of Economic Entomologists.—
December 28, 29. President, A. H. Kirkland,
Malden, Mass.; secretary, A. F. Burgess, Colum-
bus, O.

The Society of American Bacteriologists.—
President, Dr. E. F. Smith, U. 8. Department of
Agriculture; secretary, Professor S. C. Prescott,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

The American Physiological Society.—Decem-
ber 27, 28, 29. President, Professor W. H.
Howell, the Johns Hopkins University; secretary,
Professor Lafayette B. Mendel, 18 Trumbull St.,
New Haven, Conn.

The Association of American Anatomists.—De-
cember 27, 28, 29. DPresident, Professor Frank-
lin P. Mall; secretary, Professor G. Carl Huber,
333 East Ann St., Ann Arbor, Mich.

The Botanical Society of America.—December
27, 28, 29. President, Dr. F. S. Earle; secretary,
Dr. William Trelease, Missouri Botanical Garden,
St. Louis, Mo.

The American Psychological Association.—De-
cember 27-28. President, Professor James R.
Angell, University of Chicago; secretary, Pro-
fessor Wm. Harper Davis, Lehigh University.

The American Philosophical Association.—De-
cember 27-29. President, Professor William
James, Harvard University; secretary, Professor
John Grier Hibben, Princeton University.

The American Anthropological Association.—
December 27—January 3. President, Professor F.
W. Putnam, Harvard University; secretary, Dr.
Geo. Grant MacCurdy, Yale University, New
Haven, Conn.

The American Folk-lore Society.—December
27-January 3. President, Dr. A. L. Kroeber,
University of California; secretary, W. W. Newell,
Cambridge, Mass.

New York State Science Teachers Association.
—December 26,: 27. President, John F. Wood-
hull, Teachers College, Columbia University.

[N. S. Vor. XXIV. No. 624.

SCIENTIFIC BOOKS.

Early Chinese Writing. By Fraxk H. CHAL-
FANT. Memoirs of the Carnegie Museum,
Vol. IV, No. 1.

The director of the Carnegie Museum, Dr.
W. J. Holland, deserves the thanks of oriental
scholars for his wisdoem in inducing Mr. Chal-
fant to prepare this valuable and interesting
memoir on early Chinese writing. Mr. Chal-
fant has been a missionary in China for nine-
teen years, and he certainly employed his time
to good purpose in collecting data concerning
the early forms of Chinese ideographs. His
preliminary chapter on early writing derived
from ancient inscriptions is an excellent dis-
cussion of the meaning of these primitive
hieroglyphs, which began in the form of rude
pictographs, and afterwards developed into
what are commonly known as Chinese ideo-
graphs with their phonetics, radicals, ete.
The author justly says that it was unfortu-
nate that the word radical should have been
applied to certain characters which usually,
though not always, are associated with their
meaning. He calls attention to a marked
example of this incongruity in the group of
symbols under the radical corpse very few of
which have any relation to death.! Mr. Chal-
fant says that the radicals should more prop-
erly be called ‘determinates’ or ¢classifiers.’
The Chinese character used to express the idea
means word-clags or classifier, the colloquial
term being word-mother, which after all con-
veys the meaning of radical or root. We may
add that Dr. Edkins, the distinguished sino-
logue, in his ‘Introduction to the Study of
Chinese Characters’ says the word radical is
misleading. He says the equivalent pu means
classes, and corresponds to our word kingdom
in natural history, and orders in botany and
zoology.

The student will find Mr. Chalfant’s memoir
of the greatest value in studying the evolution,
so to speak, of the Chinese ideogram. At the

*In no better way can one appreciate the utter
absence of scientific method in the Chinese than
by a study of their ideographs. It is enough to
say that Turopean philologists alone have the
ability to make clear the origin and classification
of their symbols.
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