SCIENCE
FRIDAY, M'tARCH 1, 1918

Scientific Events:The Yale Medical School; Farm Products
of the United States; Plan of War Organization of Division of Medicine and Related
Scientces of the National Research Council. 213

Scientific Notes and News ................. 216

in specialized fields to show their trend and

bearing and he may also point oUt the direction which further research should take.
These requirements of the occasion are all
the more necessary now in view of the circuLmstances under which we are living. We
are going through a period of serious con-
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flict. Our nation is at present engaged in
concentrating its resources of men, of materials and, above all, of thought, to make
itself felt in the world struggle for preserving eivilization. This is no time for
trivialities or for small detail. Under
these conditions, the Section on Social and
Economic Science of the American Association may be expected to have a message
of national import. It would be inexcusable to take your time and attention
for anything but a topic of the widest
practical significance in the present national emergency.
With these considerations in mind, I
have chosen as the subject of this address
the significance of our declining birth rate.
I have done so with considerable hesitancy
because of the difficulty of the subject and
the importance of its present lesson. I

MSS. intended for publication and books, etc., intended for
review should be sent to The Editor tf Science, Garrison-onHudson, N. Y.

'Address of the retiring vice-president and
chairman of Section I, Social and Economic Science, American Association for Advancement of
Science, Pittsburgh, December 29, 1917.

University and Educational News .......... 218
Discussion and Correspondence:Domination of the Antarcti Ice Cap and the
Amelioration of Climate: PROFESSOR KIRTLEY P MTATHER Labeling of Microscopic
Slides in Staining Technique: CHAS. H.
OTIS. Professional Courtesy: PROFESSOR
E. B. lsRT ........................... 2 18

Scientific Books:Kingsley's Comparative Anatomy of Vertebrates: PROFESSOR HERBERT V. NEAL. Calvert on Costa Rican Natural History: Wmr.
BEEBE .................................... .221

Downloaded from http://science.sciencemag.org/ on November 25, 2020

CONTENTS
The American Association for the Advancement of Science:
The Significance of the Declining Birth
Rate: Louis I. DUBLIN.L ................. 201
Minutes of the War Emergency Board of
American Plant Pathologists: G. R. LYMAN7. 210

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DECLINING BIRTH RATE 1
IT is a custom of this Section, I believe,
for the retiring vice-president to select for
his address a subject of national interest in
the field of social economy. He is expected
to avoid narrow and technical discussion of
specialties but he may properly summarize
the important works of other investigators
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