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k)ince disease is so universal a phenomenon
and communicability from individual to individual so obvious an incident of its epidemic
prevalence, the conception of a contagium
vuvim or anitmatum and hence of an invisible
form of life as the initiator of the condition,
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JUST a quarter of a century ago, that is in
189'5, the announcement was made at the 67th
meeting of the German Society of Naturalists
and Physicians that diphtheria, one of the
severe and fatal diseases of mankind,
most
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ainm of which is to bring us to the state of
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