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insect wounds, and the disease causes a blackeninig of the fibro-vascular bundles, followed by
the death of the plant.
Mr. Comstock presented an account of research work in progress at the Washburn Observatory. The meridian circle has been employed
for some years by Mr. Flint in determining the
relative parallaxes of a list of stars selected with
reference to large proper motion. The observations for the determination of nearly 100 parallaxes are completed and the reductions are well
advanced, although but a small number of definitive results have yet been reached. In so far
as these have been obtained they are very satisfactory in respect both of probable error and
agreement with other determinations.
There was also described work done with
the 40 cm. equatorial telescope in investigations
of stellar color and upon the density of the
supposed lunar atmosphere. A provisional result of the latter work is that this density cannot exceed one five-thousandth part of that of
the earth's atmosphere at sea level.
WM. S. MARSHALL,

Secretary.
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