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THE AMERICAN ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY
AT WASHINGTON
(A report for Section D appeared in SCIENCE for
February 6)
The American Astronomical Society
President, W. W. Campbell.
Secretary, Joel Stebbins, Washburn Observatory,

Madison, Wis.
(Report by Joel Stebbins)
The thirty-third meeting of the American Astronomical Society was perhaps the largest gathering in
the history of the society, the average attendance at
the sessions being about one hundred and twenty-five.
On Tuesday the meeting opened with a joint session
with Section B and the American Physical Society.
We shall let the Physics report give a proper appreciation of the retiring address of Vice-president
Swann, of Section B; to the astronomers it was both
informative and inspiring. The main astronomical
contributions to the program were the retiring address
of Dr. Heber D. Curtis, vice-president of Section D,
and an address by Professor B. V. Bjerknes, of Bergen, Norway. Dr. Curtis chose for his subject "The
equinox of 1950.0," which was largely in the nature of
a prophecy of the state of astronomy some twentyfive years hence. His paper has been reported under
Section D. In his address on "Solar hydrodynamics,"
Professor Bjerknes was able to give on the basis of
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currents in the sun a reasonable explanation of the
peculiar distribution of sun-spots in the eleven-year
period. The shorter papers on the program were all
of interest to both astronomers and physicists.
Members of the society and friends were the guests
of the U. S. Naval Observatory on Wednesday,
through the courtesy of the superintendent, Captain
E. T. Pollock, and special buses were provided for
transportation. At the first session there were reports of the latest work at the observatory, such as
improvements in the determination of time and its

distribution. After the luncheon hour, the visitors
were shown the different instruments of the observatory by members of the staff. As an illustration of

the cordial cooperation of the Navy Department, in
response to a suggestion by the astronomers made in
the morning that special time signals would be very
welcome on the day of the eclipse, January 24, 1925,
it was promptly announced by Captain Pollock that
arrangements had been made for broadcasting such
time signals a half hour before and a half hour after
the time of totality.
New Year's Eve marked a special epoch in the history of astronomy, which was observed in fitting manner by those present. Up to January 1 astronomers
have begun their day at noon, but beginning with
1925, for the convenience of mariners, the data in the
Nautical Almanac are given on the basis oaf civil reckoning, the day beginning at midnight. Astronomers
generally will change to the new system, which of
course does not affect the public, but will be the cause
of considerable difficulty about observatories for some
time to come. On Thursday morning there was a
joint session with mathematicians and physicists, at
whieh Professor H. N. Russell discussed the subject
"Stellar evolution," and Professor Archibald Henderson "The size of the universe." These two themes
gave rise to some spirited discussion, and in spite of
an early start it was well past the noon hour when
the mieeting adjourned. On Thursday afternoon there
was a symposium on preparations for observing the
eclipse of January 24, perhaps the most striking announcement being that the naval airship Los Angeles
will carry a party of astronomers from the Naval
Observatory.
On Thursday evening occurred the annual astronomical dinner at the Hotel Powhatan, with impromptu speeches. On Friday morning Washington
was pretty well snowed under, but the weather did
not interfere with the meeting of the American Section, International Astronomical Union, at the National Research Council Building. Numerous commnittee reports were acted upon in preparation for
the meeting of the Union which will be held at Cambridge, England, beginning July 14, 1925.
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and rainfall distribution about the centers of tropical
cyclones (Cline). Climatology was represented by
five papers touching Hawaii, California, the United
States and Trinidad. Applications of meteorology
were discussed in five other papers, dealing with: The
proportion of rainfall available for plant use (Voorhees), the effect of weather on fruit production
(Kincer), the fruit-spray and harvest-weather forecasts of the Weather Bureau (Calvert), weather forecasts for long flights of airplanes and dirigibles
(Thiessen and Anderson). A paper by C. F. Talman
on "The vocabulary of weather and climate" was of
general interest.
The officers elected for 1925 are: President, W. I.
Milham, of Williams College; vice-president, A. E.
Douglass, of the University of Arizona; secretary,
C. F. Brooks, of Clark University; treasurer, W. R.
Gregg, of the U. S. Weather Bureau; councilors, H.
H. Clayton, W. M. Davis, W. J. Humphreys, Alexander MeAdie and J. C. Millas.
A more complete report of the meeting will appear
in the January, 1925, Bulletin of the American
Meteorological Society, and the papers and discussions will be published in full or in abstract in that
journal or in the Monthly Weather Review.
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