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TWENTY years ago at St. Louis I pointed out the
contrast between the definitions of medicine in two
French dictionaries published one hundred y-ears
apart.
In a dictionary of the academy published in 1789,
one may read these words: "Medicine . . . the art
that teaches the method of preserving the health and
healing diseases . . . (Medicine is a conjectural
art)."
And one hundred years later in Littre's dictionary:
"Medicine . . . the art which aims at preserving
the health and healing diseases, which is based on the
science of diseases or pathology."
The first definition was not quite fair, for already,
in 1789, there had been for centuries those who had
carefully observed and recorded and reasoned, and
laid unshaken foundations for the scientific basis on
which the medical art has come to rest. But the
dramatic contrast between the medicine of the French
revolution and the medicine of one hundred years
later was hardly exaggerated.
Fifty-one years ago, in but a few weeks, the association between two great men began with this letter
to Louis Pasteur :2

Thoughts on the Teaching and Practice of Medicine:
PROFESSOR
W. S. THAYER.
......................................... 349
A System of "Definitive Units" proposed for Universal Use: DR. GEORGE A. CAMPBELL
.............................. 353
The American Association for the Advancement of
Science:
Associated Organizations: DR. BURTON LIviNGSTON.......
;
357
Scientific Events:
Expedition of the California Academy of Sciences
to the Bevillagigedo Islands; Fellowships in Cooperation with the Bureau of Mines; The Research
Club of the University of Michigan; The American
Chemical
Society ...............
........................... 359
....................... 361
Scientific Notes and News ...................
Educational
and
Notes ........................................... 365
University
Discussion and Correspondence:
Method of Measuring Deep Sea Tides: PROFESSOR
R. W. WOOD. Observations of Shadow Bands:
PROFESSOR S. A. MITCHELL. The Segregation of
Physical Geography: DR. F. A. CARLSON. Microsporidia: ROKSABRO KuDO. Is Our Plan of Meetings the best possible?: M. C. MERRILL .................. 365
Evolution in Education in California .................................... 367
Scientiflc Apparatus and Laboratory Methods:
A Simple Membrane Manometer: PROFESSOR
ARTHUR D. HIRSCHFELDER AND RAYMOND L.
GREGORY ......................................... 368

Special Articles:
Tree Trunks, Growth and Reversible Variations
in Circumference: DR. D. T. MACDOUGAL. The
Purification of Zirconium: DOROTHY HALL
BROPHY..........
370
Science New: ........ x

SCIENCE: A Weekly Journal devoted to the A4vancement of Science, edited by J. McKeen Cattell
and published every Friday by

THE SCIENCE PRESS
Lancaster, Pa.
Garrison, N. Y.
New York Vity: Grand Central Terminal.
Annual Subscription, $6.oo. Single Copies, I5 Cts.
SCIENCE is the official organ of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. Information regarding membership in the association may be secured from
the office of the permanent secretary, in the Smithsonian
Institution Building, Washington, D. C.
Entered as second-class matter July 18, 1923, at the Post
0ffice at Lancaster, Pa., under the Act of March 8, 1879.

My dear Sir:
Will you allow me to offer you a pamphlet which I
am sending you by the same post, which gives an account
of some studies on a subject on whieh you have shed so
much light, the theory of germs and fermentati-on? I
like to think that you may read with some interest that
which I have written on an organism that you first
studied in your memoir on so-called lactic fermentation.
I know not whether the British Annals of Surgery
have ever come under your observation. If you happen
to have read them you have probably found, from time
to time, notes on the antiseptie system which I have been
putting to the test during these last nine years.
Let me take this occasion to offer you my most cordial
thanks for having demonstrated by your brilliant researches the truth of the theory of the germs of putre,faction, and of having thus given me the only principle
which could bring an antiseptic system to a satisfactorycompletion.
If you should ever come to Edinburgh it will, I fancy,
1 Rlemarks made on the occasion of the dedication of
the Colorado State Hospital and School of Medicine on,
January 23, 1925.
2 This is translated from Vall4ry-Radot 's "Life of
Pasteur." I know not whether the original was im
French or English.-W. S. T.
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