SCIENCE
DECEMBER 25, 1925

VOL. LXII

NO. 1617

CONTENTS
The Need of More Well-trained Practitioers or
.
Medicine: DR. EDWARD H. OCHSNER
............................ 573

Doctorates conferred in the Sciences by American
Universities: CALLiE HuLL and DR. CLARENCE J.
578
WEST ..
The Proposed National Arboretum at Washington:
V.
FREDERICK
COVILLE
.......................................................5........

Scientific

Events:

B. Sullivan

581

..

. .583
Scientific Noltes and News
......................... 587
University and Educational Notes .

Disewsion and Correspondence:
Tryparsamide: PROFESSOR A. S. LOEVENHART. Is
an International List of Genera of Cultivated
Plants Possible? DR. ALFRED GUNDERSEN. Note on
the Geographical Distribution of the Protozoan
Genus Cryptochiluim Maupas: PROFESSOR A. W. L.
BRAY. The Losses in Trout Fry after Distribu....
tion: DR. A. P. KNIGHT
............ 587
Scientific Books:
Johns on the New England-A cadian Shore Line:

PROFESSOR KIRTLEY F. MATHER

..........................

_...591

Special Articles:
A New Type of Gaseons Catalysis: DR. S. C.
LIND and DR. D. C. BARDWELL. Concentration of
the Growth-promoting Principle obtained from
Yeast: DR. P. A. LEVENE and B. J. C. VAN DER

HOEVEN ........
Science News.....

593

-....

x

SCIENCE: A Weekly Journal devoted to the Advancement of Science, edited by J. McKeen Cattell
and published every Friday bv

THE SCIENCE PRESS
Garrison, N. Y.
Lancaster, Pa.
New York City: Grand Central Terminal.
Annual Subscription, $6.oo. Single Copies, i5 Cts.
SCIENCE is the official organ of the American Association for the Advaucem ent of Science. Iiformation regarding membership In the association may be secured from
the office of the permanent secretary, in the Smithsonian
Institution Building, Washington, D. C.
Entered as second-class matter July 18, 1928, at the Post
Office at Lancaster, Pa., under the Act of March 8, 1879.

DURING the past year SCIENCE has published a
number of very interesting and instructive articles
on medical education. However, in reading these
articles carefully, the thought struck me that not one
of them touches upon the most vital question of all,
namnely, Are the medical schools of this country todav preparing their students primarily and principally for the services which the citizens of this country need most? Personally, my answer is, No. I
fully realize that this is a rather bold statement to
make and one with which some very well-qualified
edueators will take sharp issue, and yet I believe
it is absolutely true. My opinion is based on an
extensive experience with a large number of recent
grELduates-graduates from many of the more prominent and some of the less prominent schools of the
country. The old adage, "the proof of the pudding
is -in the eating," is apropos here. The only way to
determine definitely whether a medical curriculum,
ever so carefully worked out on paper, produces the
des.ired result is to see the recent graduates in action
at the bedside. Judged by this standard, I do not
believe that the graduate of to-day, with all his fine
scientific training, compares favorably as a general
rule with the graduate of say twenty-five years ago
whose training may have been a little less scientific
but much more practical.
The purpose of medical education is to provide
for the present and future citizens of the country
the best medical care, service and attention that is
possible under the circumstances, and judged by this
standard, present-day medical education leaves much
to be desired.
The country needs a relatively large number of
well-trained general practitioners of medicine and
a relatively small number of specialists, research
workers and sanitarians; and yet the medical colleges are turning out ever-increasing numbers of the
latter and relatively few of the former.
Two very interesting and extensive surveys, one by
Dr. William A. Pusey, past president of the Americatn Medical Association, and the other by a committee, headed by Dr. Matthias Nichol, Jr., have recently been made, both of which prove conclusively
that in many rural sections of this country there is
already a shortage of general practitioners of medicine and that there are almost no young men locating in the country. Space prevents printing the evi-
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