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SCIENCE

PROPOSED REVISION OF
THE CONSTITUTION
Published by order of the Executive Committee
of the Council

ARTICLE I-OBJECTS
The object of the Association is to advance science, as
by promoting intercourse and cooperation among those
who are interested in science, contributing to a general
understanding and appreciation of the methods and objects of science, holding scientific meetings, publishing
scientific journals, monographs and books, providing aid
for scientific research, making awards for meritorious sci-

entific accomplishments, and cooperating with other scientific societies, institutions, and agencies.
ARTICLE II-MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Any person, institution or organization
desiring to support the objects of the Association may be
elected to membership by the Council. The membership
of the Association shall consist of members and fellows
as follows: (a) annual members, (b) life members, (c)
sustaining members, (d) honorary members, and (e)
fellows.
Section 2. (a) Annual members. Annual members
shall pay such annual dues as the Council shall determine.
(b) Life members. A person who pays to the Association at one time a life-membership fee of one hundred
dollars may be elected a life member, exempt from the
payment of dues. The Council may provide for the election of emeritus life members under such conditions as
it shall determine. Life-membership fees shall be a part
of the permanent funds of the Association.
(c) Sustaining members. A person who pays to the
Association a sustaining-membership fee of one thousand
dollars may be elected a sustaining member, exempt from
the payment of dues. Sustaining-membership fees shall
be a part of the permanent funds of the Association.
(d) Honorary Members. The Council may provide for
the election of honorary members under such conditions
as it shall determine.
(e) Fellows. A member who is professionally engaged
in scientific work or has made a notable contribution to
science may be elected by the Council to be a fellow.
Election of a member as a fellow does not change his
membership dues.
ARTICLE III-OFFICERS

Section 1. The officers of the Association shall consist
of a President, a Vice President from each section who
shall be Chairman of the Section, a Permanent Secretary, a General Secretary, a Treasurer, and a Secretary
of each section, all of whom shall be elected by ballot
from fellows of the Association by the Council at annual
meetings of the Association. The term of office of the
President and the Vice Presidents shall be one year; the
term of office of other officers shall be four years. The
officers shall perform the usual duties of their respective
offices under the direction of the Council during their
respective terms of office or until their successors shall
have been elected.
Section 2. The Permanent Secretary, the Treasurer
and such other officers as shall be designated by the
Council shall be bonded at the expense of the Association
for such amounts as the Council shall determine.
ARTICLE IV-COUNCIL

Section 1. The direction of the affairs of the Association, including the election of its officers, the control of
its finances and publications, and the determination of its
policies, shall be vested in the Council of the Association.
Section 2. The Council shall consist of (a) the President, the Vice Presidents, the Secretaries of the Sections,
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able, the executive committee of the council appointed
a special committee on constitution revision, consisting
of B. E. Livingston (chairman), E. R. Long and F. R.
Moulton. After prolonged study, with helpful criticism and suggestion from other members of the executive committee, the special committee presented a proposed new constitution on April 27, 1941. In accordance with action taken by the executive committee
on that date, the proposed revision is now published
for consideration by the members of the council and
others. Suggestions for improvement are requested
to be sent, before July 1, to Dr. F. R. Moulton, Permanent Secretary, A. A. A. S., Smithsonian Institution
Building, Washington, D. C. The present constitution
is reprinted here for comparison. All suggestions received will be duly considered by the special committee
and the executive committee, and it is hoped that a
final draft may be approved by the council and presented, as a proposed constitutional amendment, before
a general session at the next annual meeting of the
association, which will open on December 29, 1941, in
Dallas, Texas. Article 11 of the present constitution
provides that an amendment may be adopted by a
unanimous vote at a general session or by a majority
vote at twb consecutive annual meetings.
The special committee has made a preliminary study
of the present By-Laws and Rules of Procedure, which
will naturally require revision when a new constitution
becomes effective. Amendments to By-Laws and Rules
may be adopted by vote of the council, without reference to a general session (By-Laws and Rules, Article
XI), and a proposed revision of them is to be presented to the council at the Dallas meeting.
The proposed revision of the constitution and the
constitution of 1920 follow:
BURTON E. LIVINGSTON
ESMOND R. LONG
FOREST R. MOULTON
Special Committee of the Executive
Committee on the Revision of the
Constitution of the Association
APRIL 27, 1941
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ARTICLE V-SECTIONS
Section 1. The Association shall consist of the followinig sections: Mathematics (A), Physics (B), Chemistry
(C), Astronomy (D), Geology and Geography (E), Zoological Sciences (F), Botanical Sciences (G), Anthropology (H), Psychology (I), Social and Economic Sciences
(K), Historical and Philological Sciences (L), Engineering (M), Medical Sciences (N), Agriculture (0), Education (Q), and such other sections or subsections as the
Council shall determine. Each member of the Association
designate the section or sections in which he wishes
to be enrolled.
Section 2. Each Section shall have a Chairman who
shall be elected by the Council on nomination by the
Section Committee. Chairmen of the Sections shall be
ex officio Vice Presidents of the Association. Each Section shall have a Secretary who shall be elected by the
Council for a term of four years.
Section 3. Each section shall have a Section Committee consisting of (a) the Chairman and the Secretary of
the Section; (b) four fellows of the Association, one
elected each year by the Section for a term of four years;
and (c) those Council representatives of affiliated societies and academies whose special fields lie in the general
field of the Section..
may

Section 4. The Section Committee of each Section
shall promote the objects of the Association in its own
field; it shall prepare section programs for meetings of
the Association either separately or in cooperation with
other sections or societies; and, with the approval of the
Council, it may organize an Executive Committee of the
Section and other sub-committees.
ARTICLE VI-DIvISIONS

AND

BRANCHES

Section 1. Regional Divisions and Local Branches of
the Association may be organized, by vote of the Council,
for the purpose of promoting the objects of the Association in their respective territories.
Section 2. Each Regional Division or Local Branch
shall elect its officers for such terms as it shall determine
and shall hold meetings and conduct its affairs as it shall
deem desirable, subject to the relevant provisions of this
Constitution and of the By-Laws of the Association and
to such special provisions as the Council of the Association
shall establish.
ARTICLE VII-ASSOCIATED AND AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
Section 1. By vote of the Council a scientific society
be made an Associated Society or an Affiliated Society
of the Association for the purpose of advancing more
effectively the interests of science and of the society.
Section 2. Each affiliated society having not more than
100 members who are fellows of the Association and each
affiliated academy shall be entitled to elect one fellow of
the Association as its representative in the Council of the
Association; each affiliated society having more than 100
members who are fellows of the Association shall be
entitled to elect two fellows of the Association as its
representatives in the Council of the Association. Associated societies shall not have representation in the Council
of the Association.
may

ARTICLE VIII-MEETINGS
Section 1. The Association shall hold Annual Meetings
at such times and places as the Council shall determine.
Other meetings of the Association or of its sections may
he held upon authorization by the Council.
ARTICLE IX-PUBLICATIONs
Section 1. Summarized Proceedings of the Association
and directories of officers and members shall be published
at such times and in such manner as the Council shall
determine. By authorization of the Council the Association may publish journals, monographs and books.

ARTICLE X-FUNDS
Section 1. The Permanent Secretary shall collect the
dues of members and other monies payable to the Association, except income on its permanent funds, and shall
be custodian of these monies and shall make disburseuments of them as the Council shall direct.
Section 2. The Treasurer shall be custodian of the
permanent funds of the Association and other funds
placed by the Council in his charge, under such conditions
as the Council shall determine; shall collect income from
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the Permanent Secretary, the General Secretary, the
Treasurer, the members of the Executive Committee, (b)
one fellow elected by each Division of the Association, (c)
one fellow elected by each affiliated Academy of Science,
(d) two fellows elected by each affiliated society having
more than 100 members who are fellows of the Association
and one fellow elected by each affiliated society having not
more than 100 members who are fellows of the Association, and (e) eight fellows, two elected each year by the
Council for a term of four years. Twenty members of
the Council shall constitute a quorum for the transaction
of business.
Section $. There shall be an Executive Committee of
the Council which shall have power to act for the Council
when the Council is not in session. The Executive Committee shall consist of twelve members: The President,
the Retiring President, the Permanent Secretary, the
General Secretary and eight fellows elected by the Council, two each year for a term of four years. A member
of the Executive Committee shall not be eligible for
reelection until one year shall have elapsed after he has
served a full four-year term. A majority of the members of the Executive Committee shall constitute a quorum
for the transaction of business.
Section 4. There shall be a Finance Committee consisting of the Permanent Secretary, the Treasurer and four
other members elected by the Council, one each year for a
term of four years, one of whom shall be elected by the
Council as Chairman of the Finance Committee for the
term of his office as a member of the Committee. The
chairman shall be bonded at the expense of the Association
for such amount as the Council shall determine. A majority of the Finance Committee shall constitute a quorum
for the transaction of business.
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the funds in his charge and shall disburse monies as the
Council shall direct; and shall administer bequests and
gifts in accordance with the provisions of the donors. He
shall sell such securities and properties of the Association, and he shall buy such securities and properties for
the Association, with the permanent funds of the Association, as the Finance Committee shall direct by formal
votes recorded in its minutes.
Section d. The income from the membership fees of
sustaining members and life members, while they are still
living, may be appropriated by the Council for any purposes; after their deaths, the income from such funds
shall be appropriated by the Council only for research.
ARTICLE XI-AMENDMENTS

THE PRESENT CONSTITUTION
In force since January 3, 1920*
ARTICLE 1-OBJECTS
The objects of the Association are to promote intercourse among those who are cultivating science in different parts of America, to cooperate with other scientific
societies and institutions, to give a stronger and more
general impulse and more systematic direction to scientific
research, and to procure for the labors of scientific men
increased facilities and a wider usefulness.
ARTICLE 2-MEMBERSHIP
Persons willing to cooperate in the work of the Association may be elected to be members by the Council.
Members who are professionally engaged in scientific work
or who have advanced science by research may be elected
to be fellows. The Council shall fix the admission fees
and dues (Dec. 27, 1934). A member who pays at one
time the sum of one hundred dollars to the Association
becomes a life member and is exempt from further dues.
A person who gives one thousand dollars to the Association may be elected to be a sustaining member and is
exempt from further dues.
ARTICLE 3-OFFICERS
The officers of the Association shall be elected by ballot
by the Council, and shall consist of a President, a Vice
President from each section, a Permanent Secretary, a
General Secretary, a Treasurer and a Secretary of each
Section. The President and the Vice Presidents shall be
elected for one year, the other officers for four years. The
officers shall perform the usual duties of these offices,
under the direction of the Council.
* From Summarized Proceedings, 1934-40, pages 61, 62.
Amendments adopted since 1920 are shown in italics, with
dates of their adoption in parentheses.

ARTICLE 4-COUNCIL
The Council shall consist of the President, the Vice
Presidents, the Permanent Secretary, the General Secretary, the Secretaries of the Sections, and the Treasurer,
the members of the Executive Committee, ex officio, if they
are not otherwise members of the Council (Dec. 27,1923),
of one fellow elected by each division, affiliated state academy, and (Dec. 27, 1932) affiliated society, and one additional fellow from each affiliated society having more than
100 members who are fellows of the Association, and of
eight fellows, two elected annually by the Council for a
term of four years. There shall be an Executive Committee of the Council, consisting of the President, the Permanent Secretary, the General Secretary and eight members elected by the Council, two annually for a term of
four years, who shall be ex officio members of the Council.
The Council may appoint standing or temporary committees to make reports, to assist in the conduct of the work
of the Association and to promote its objects.

ARTICLE 5-SECTIONS
The Association shall be divided into the following Sections: A, Mathematics; B, Physics; C, Chemistry; D,
Astronomy; E, Geology and Geography; F, Zoological
Sciences; G, Botanical Sciences; H, Anthropology; I,
Psychology; K, Social and Economic Sciences; L, Historical and Philological Sciences; M, Engineering; N,
Medical Sciences; 0, Agriculture; P, Industrial Science
(Dec. 28, 1936); Q, Education. Members of the Association shall be members of that Section or of those Sections under -which their work or their interests fall.
Members of the Section shall nominate to the Council a
Chairman, who becomes ex officio a Vice President of the
Association and whose term of office shall be one year,
and a Secretary, whose term of office shall be four years.
These officers, together with four fellows, one elected annually by the Section for a term of four years, and the
representatives on the Council of affiliated societies in the
same field shall form a Sectional Committee. This Committee shall arrange the scientific programs of the meetings and may form sub-sections or hold joint meetings
with other sections or other societies. It may appoint
committees and shall in all ways promote the objects of
the Association within its own field.
ARTICLE 6-DIVISIONS AND BRANCHES
Regional Divisions and Local Branches of the Association may be formed by vote of the Council. Such Divisions and Branches may elect officers, hold meetings, appoint committees, enter into relations with other societies
and promote within their fields the objects of the Asso-

ciation.
ARTICLE 7-ASSOCIATED AND AFFILIATED SOCIETIES
National and local scientific societies may, by vote of
the Council, become associated with the Association.
Those Associated Societies which the Council shall designate as Affiliated Societies shall be represented on the
Council and on the Sectional Committees as provided in
Articles 4 and 5.
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Section 1. This Constitution may be amended at any
general session of an annual meeting of the Association
by a vote of nine-tenths of the members present, or by a
majority vote of the members present at each of two
general sessions held at consecutive annual meetings, provided that any proposed amendment shall have been published by the Association in its official journal not less
than three months prior to its presentation for adoption.
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